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On the Addrefs of the Commons to her Majefly, about our baving but 3660 Men,- befides commifion’d 
and non-commifion'd Officers’ ia Spain and Portugal, infead of 29395 provided for by Parliament, 
for that Service in 1707. « On the Abufes complain'd of in the Revenue of Excife. 
Fleet fit to be enquir'd into. On thé Bill to prevent. Bribery and Corruption in eleing Members of 
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From (ennesdiy,. February 4: 


to Saturday; February 7. 1708. 





Ob. Hat News from-the Parliament, Roger’? 
Country-m,. Great'and good News, Ma- 

fer, which I ain fure will pleafe you, and ail true 
Britains. 

Obf, Oat with it, Roger ; for ini fach Cafes I 
can’t bear with Sufpence and gh 

Country-m. God blefs them, Matter; I hope you 
will allow me Time to’ fay my Prayers for them, 
and join your Amen. Wen 

Obf. Yes, yes, Roger, Twill give an hundred A- 
mens to a!l Prayers; that God may blef$ the Queén 
and Parliament. But f want your News. 

Connery-ms Vil eafe your Longing, Mafter, Ma- 
dam Neceffity has’ call’d tothem, to enquire in- 
to the Magagement of the’ War, and they have 
found, “ That of the 29395 Engli/bh Forces, pro- 
“ vided by Parliament for the Service of Spain and- 
“ Portugal in’ 1707, there was but 8660 Men, be- 
fides commiffion'd and non-commiffion’d Off- 
« cers and Servants in Spain and: Portugal, at the 
“ Time of the Battel of Almanza: And they have 
“aereed, that the whole Houfe fliall prefert'an Ad- 
“ drefs-to het Majefty, that fhe will be gractoufly 
« pleas’d | to. order‘ah' Actount’ tobe’ laid’ before 
“them, how it came: to pafs, that there were no 
“ more’Eng ifh Forces in Spain atid Portugal, at that 
“Time; and alfo,: that her Majefty will be pleas 
“to ufe her utmolt Endeavours, that the War in 
* Spain may be vigoroufly and effectually profecuted. 

oi I'll not only join with thee and all: honeft 
Britains in praying for them, Reger but likewife: 
in giving Praife to God, that.we have {uch a Par- 
fiament, who aé tte Part. of loyal-Subjeéts, and 
true Patriots. “Tisthey alone,. who, under God, 
are able effectually to enqfiire into, and punifh the 
great Abufes put. ttpon her Majefty, and the Nati- 
on; of which, thig {eems-to be a crying one. Ble 
me, Roger, there's a Defi ciency indeed 1 2073§ Men, 
or thereabouts, wanting out of 29395 that the Na- 
tion has paid’ for! What’s become of all otrr Mo- 
foe Sperry that Ufe, Roger, can'ft telkme 


Comntry-m.. Not 1, Matter; bat Pll {peak to my 
Reprefentatives to.¢enquure ; and. 1 will likewife pu 

‘emin Mind toask,who are ourA mbafladors itv Spain 
and. Portugal; and :elfewhere,.and whether they act 
quainted her Maje(ty with that, and other Defects 
in the Management of the War?’ Twill alfo' talk 
to'them, to énquire-into our Réeraits, and to ha- 
ftenthenr; and. to fee -whitther any Officeis chieat 
the'Queeh-and thewNation ‘by Vacancies?« For-by, 
thefe Methods, Mafter, fuctr of them as are 111 Men, 
may very well. —Quality-in therr 
Plate, and Way of living, and.game at the Rate 
of P gcd l. oe Hone ; while: ng and others of my ho- 
= ghbours, who oney-to carry on t 
War, mutt be content Ay Wore -Dithess arid 
Earthen Platters, and glad.if we Rave any, Meat to 
"OV, Tho fy heey wel, Reger: Peay wien 
thy Hand isin, pat thera.alfo in Mind to enqanire 
into the Abufes upon.herMajefty, arid‘ the Nation, 


oor 


vent it, Roger, no Body fhould cheat the Queen 


Cellar, under the Notion of Baggage, or pg 
ver many 10000 /. Worth of French Silks, on Pre- 
tence of Honouring her Majefty, by appearing fuper- 
fine on her Birth-day, while, at the:fame. Time, they 
cheat her of her Cuftoms, and our Merchants of 
their Trade. | 

Country-m. 1 will put my Reprefentatives in Mind 
of thofe Things,, Maftct ; for it griéves me to the 
Heart, that fo good and fogtacious a Queen, fhould 
be cheated by thofe, who have their Bread from her ; 
and now that you talk of the Excife, I'll put m 
Parliament-men in Mind of a Book publifh’d la 
Year, with a Preface to the Houfé of Commons, 
entitl!'d, An impartial Account of fome late Tranfatti- 
ons in the Office of Excife, with an 'Hiftorical Colleétion 
of Matters of Faét, whereif the Authors, who, I fup- 
pofe, may be a Legion of Brewers and Diftillers, 
make grievous'Complaints of the Hardfhips they lie 
under, “ By having Money extorted from thém, 
*“conttary to the true Intent and Defign of the 
© Laws of Excife ; and advife thofe concern’d, to 
“ look back to the Spencers and Gaveffones of: old; 
*' who abus'd the Law, and the Favour of their 
Prince, in illegal Extortions, Briberies, and Cor- 
“ raptions, and fella Sacrificeto the eos Hae 

Ob/, You will do very well, Roger, to lay thofe 
Things before your Reprefentatives ; for it’s ver 
hard, when Trade is fo low, and our Taxes necef- 
farily fo heavy, by Reafon of a long and expenfive 
War, that trading Subjects, of ahy Sort, fhould 
have Reafon to complain of Oppreilion by the Na- 
tion’s Servants.in the Way of their Bufinefs. Prin- 
ces‘areé neither Omniprefent nor Omnifcicnt, and 
therefore it’s the Happinefs of our Conftitution, that 


{s\ we have a Parliament, compos’d of Members, ee 


ftom all ‘Parts of the Kingdom, who have thei 
es every where throughout the whole, and are 
the ‘Nation’s grand Inqueft to find out, and redrefs 
Grievanees. r | is 
Baauiias hs God 7 and may 2 iso in all their 
uiries, Malter ; I hope, in a few Days, to bring 
you an Account of the Succefs of ther Enquiti 
into that great Deficiency of our Army in Span and 


of Troops been made good, arid under the Condaict. 
of a General of {uch Condit Courage, and Stra- 
et appears to be, by 


em, asthe Earl of { 
hig ign. of Valencia; ina Probability, there 
tad ‘been no Need now of an Addrefs from the 
Commons, That the War in Spain may be vigoron/ly 


and effettually profecuted; fince, humanly {peaking, 
oe War tod tore at an. End ere this Tim Ay - 


he | jeaft’ we fhontd not have had that melancholy Pro- 


eG of Affairs on that Side, as we have at prefent, 

6d alone. Knows, Roger; what Blood and Trea- 
fifre that might. ha¥e v'd to us, and to the whole 
Confédéracy ; and what it may coft us, before 





in Spain. 





: and other Branch- 
(S of the; Reventes: | Wiese ining Power to pre- 


Country-m.- That’s a Subject which thakes my Heart 
ike every Tine | think om't, Matter; certain 


x so Se “~ 
abs . a TRE eS 
3 te go cay te x "ee 
< * 7 in a = 


Yok Vi Numb. 98 


The State of the 


clandeftinely, bring, Cargoes of Wine to the Beer- — 


Portaga' | . 
Of Loge too, Roger ; for had that Number 


recover thole. Advantages, that we fo u loft 


; Certainly, our 
Generale 
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Genetals ih thofe Pargs, could not be fe far want- | 
~ ing in Intelligence, as not to know what Forces 
our Parliament had provided for thiem ; nor could 
they be fo negligent of their Mufter-Rolls, as not 
to know how far their Men came fhort of the ap- 
inted Number ; and if they Knew both, ’tis 
nge they thould not have acquainted the Gu- 
vernment with it. This looks as if there had been 
fone wretched Neglect in the Cafe. But however 
thofe Things are, to me it feems plain, her Majetty, 
and the Nation has been impos'd upon in this Mat- 
ter, one Way or other; for we-find, when the Par- 
liament met, her Majefty, in her moft gracious 
Speech, cxprefs'd the utmoft Zeal for carrying on 
the War there with Vigour ; as, that without which, 
neither we, nor our Allies could be fafe ; and both 
Houfes readily agreed with her Mayefty in this Mat- 
ter, as may be feen by their Addrefles, But no Bo- 
dy could think, that when the Parliament had ap- 
pointed 29395 Men, 8660 were iuiticient to carry 
on the War with Vigour. This would have been 


from the Parliament, Mafter; our noble Par, 
the Commons, are upon a Bill, for she better pr.ry, 
Bribery ion, and other undue Prattices:. 
tletting Members to jerve in Parliament. . 
- Obj. That_thews them to be noble Patriots j, 
‘deed, Roger; and we have Reafon to bleis G, 

that notwithftanding all the Mcthods which hay 
been us’d to debatich the Genius of the Nation,2iy 
to pack and bribe Parliaments in late Reigns, there 
fo much of the Wifdom and Bravery of our Ane, 
{tors left among us. Our gallant Predeceflors found) 
by woful Experience, in the Reign of Henry the jy" 
thata King, who has Soldiers featrer'd over the King. 
dim, might eafily jway the County-Courts, and make Pp. 
jiaments for their own Purpofe; theretore, knowing 
that an Error in Elections, is like one in the fir 
Concostion, which fpoils the whole Nutrimey; 
they made excellent Laws for regulating Election; 
in the Reigns of Henry the IV. V. ani VL. ani 
pafticularly m 23 Hen, 6. Cap. 1§. -That no Perjy 





mujt jerve for any City or Burrongh, nor give V ore jy 


a meer Mockery. 1 coubt not, Matter, our | electing fuch as fhall ferve for that 1 own, unlefs they be 
~ Parliament will take Care to have their Refolves! loth free, and Refants within that City or Burroush ; 


t in Execution, better than thofe of the German 

yet ; and that our Allies thall not have the fame 
Cauie to up >raid us, as they do the Empire, for 
coming fo far {hort in the Number of thar Army. 
Tt can't be faid, our Parliament has been defective 
in railing Money ; they grant Miilions of Pounds 
fterling with more Readinefs, than the Dyet o: the 
Empiie grants I houtands of Rix-dollurs. Nor have 
we heard of iuch Complaints irom any of «ur ue- 
nerals, but the Earl of Pererborough, as the Ele—ior of 
Hannover is forc'd to make tothe Dyet, for Want 
of Money, Men, and all other Neceflaries to carry 
on the War: Therefore ‘tis sur Concern, Maticr, 
{ince we are not backward in paying the Money.dc- 
manded, to make a through Enquiry into the Cau- 
{es of our Army’s falling fo much thort in their Num- 
ber: And I hope, Malter, the State of our Fleet will 
alfo be narrowly infpcected into ; youand }, and 


every Body, pay for maintaining fo many Sips of 


War, Officers, and Seamen ; we allow for Wearand 

Tear, and every Thing elfe; yet, notwithftanding 

all this, we are infulted in our own Harbours, bul- 

ly’d out of the Dominion of our own Seas, and 

our Merchants areruin’d by frequent Captures ; and 
et we are told by mercenary Babblers, of an ac- 
othe Superiority at Sea. 

Obj. Well, Roger, we are now to hope for better 
se So our Parliament have taken the Matter 
into Confideration. Let Under-fpur-leathers talk 
what they pleate of the executive Power, our Re- 

atives are impower'd by the Conftitution to 
take Care, that the Nation don't fuffer by Male- 
Adminiftration. Edward the IU. one of ourgreatelt 
and moft victorious Princes, tho’ he had an Army 
futli'd with Conqueft, by which, had he been an 
ili Man, he might have pretended to give Law, in- 
ftead of receiving it, iubmitted both humfelf aud his 
Army to the Direction of the Parliament, in his War 
apainft Prance ; and he publickly own’d to the World, 
as appears by his Hiftory, that he held it unreafona- 
ble to eter upon the managing of an offenfive fo- 
ign War, without tbe Coicurrencc of his People. 
Our Parliaments underftovd their Power better in 
that Reign, than to leave ai! to the Arbitriment of 
his Minifters,Cabinets,and Privy Councils; and that 
wile’Prince, was fully convinc’d of the-T 
that Sentence, 'd by the wileft of Kings, 
That in the Muttiinde of Connfellors, there i | 
and that none were fo. oo ieee cil about 
naging the War, as thofe 
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the Charge of it. And it’s our ereat Hap ine 4 ts 
nar May of ter wileit Prede- 
s — Fe ~ 


aiid to prevent thoie Contufions and Parties, which 
Elections were then fubject to, they did betore, ip 
the Sth of that Reign, make a Law retraining the 
Elections of Knigiits of Shires, to fach as could mate 
it appear, upon Vath, that they had 40 Skillings yearly 
in free Lands, or i cn. ments in the County : For “until 
then, any Eaglifb-man had a Right to eledt, or be 
elected, 1m what part of the World ioever he retidei, 
But fice our Parliament 1s now upon that Subject 
we have all the iieafon of the World to hope, that 
they wili provide againft all fuch Abufes, as Me 
have hitherto made ufe of, to elude toriner good 
Laws to regulate Elections ; and to their Judgment 
we muit iubinat it, whether they think nt to in- 
trouuce the i ractace of Ballotting at Elections, which 
is practis’d in other wile Governments, to prevent 
the Electors being ovcrawd, to vote contrary 
their own Minds, by iuch of the Candidates asimay 
be capable todo them an Injury in their Bufinels, 
or other ways, if they deny them their Vote ; and 
in iuch Caies make it penal, for any Man to askof 
, the ae for whom they defign to vote, or have 
voted. 

Country-m, What Methods, did our Anceftors take, 
Matter, to prevent the Lnfluence of Courts upon Eletti- 
ons ? 

_Obf. They were fo careful, Roger, to prevent the Le- 
cary vos executive Powers coming to be in the fame 
ands, that they made Statutes to preterve the Freedom 
of Elections, and it was one of their Articles agaiutt 
Richard the II, which he himfelf confefs’d, “ That tho” 
“ by the Staiutes and Cuftoms of the Realm, the People 


“ ought to be free to chufe and depure Knights for the 


“ Counties, to be prefent in Parliament, to lay open 
“ their Grievances, and to profecute for Remedies there- 
“ pons as they think fit.» Notwithitanding the [aid 
“ ng» that in his Parliaments he might obtain his 
“ Will, which was rafh, often directed his Mandates to 
“ his Sheriffs, that they fhould return certain Perfons 
“ nominated’by himfelf, which Kuights he could oblige 


« to vore as he thought fit, ashe very often did, fome. 
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“ the Realm, | 

Waa c veh chi Modion of tds Bini ighass an a 
were not toe have Courtiers, or as the King 

a Ia Parkes’ ee upon them, as their Reprefenta- 
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is Day is publith’d, 
isInfeds; or, The Levellers affenblt 
Poem. Price1s. ragge in 
ofter-Row. N,B. Thaton T z next wil] be 
The Tale,;.a’ Poem. From the 28th 
uriofo, in two Canto’s. ~ Price 1 5. 
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ie Widow of the late Author, Joun Turcaw,. 
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